
September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fbes upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I undmtmd that the FCC is oonsidering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on m a i n  prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - Without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
,prepaid services will directly h m  those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consunem Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these sentices 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority commUnities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and f e s  upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘Pn-state’’ access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone sewice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
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could, quite literally, be out of choices far staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid senices will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable, Please look out for consumers and rehse td impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 
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Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner KWin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would inimduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumem nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, pdcularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility o f  calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
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Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecomunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upsn services upon which we 
depend, immediately harmixlg millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘Lh-state” access charges and ohm fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank 8ccount9 and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone swvice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority cornunities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
senices to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘%state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other meazls necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial ~II-E in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and otha minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, fhxn looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending befm the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid d i n g  card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates, Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the oniy option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged commers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would Certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on-dling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cops  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon Iow-cost teiecommunications 
swviccs to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking fbr a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fjriends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other mnsumers nationwide. 

I undmtand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means nwcessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial inmase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destxoying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged ~onsumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affdable. Please look out for consumers and refbse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telmmmunications 
services to accomplish many every day task, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit histow, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices fm staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged comumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen tibemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissionen Jonathan Adelstein 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees u p  services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other oonsumers nationwide. 

I und.erstand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, patticularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid CaIling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged c o n m a .  Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, evea when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customex, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumem aad refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
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Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority csmmunities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
sewices to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and otha consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC i s  considering applying "in-state" a c w s  charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hi,q.~Panics, paticularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
sirnilat challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state chargw would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable, Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissionex Kevin Martin 
Commissionex Jonathan Adelstein 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new  charge^ and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other msumets nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those OD. fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling c a d s  to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite litexally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
caUing card to a customer, would drive up prices and would cerhidy make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
acccss charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: ConunissionG Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairrnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

D m  Chairman PowelI: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
s d c e s  to accomplish many every day tasks, hrn  looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘Yn-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card semices. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a r d t ,  prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite litaally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h a m  those that can lcast a f k d  pri,ce increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telqhone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would dnve up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
senices to accomplish many evgr day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and %ends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new chat$eS and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumm nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” a w s s  charga and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without hem, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substautid increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and ref ix  to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

V 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner KatHm Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathau Addstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W, 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many evexy day tasks, 60m looking for ajob or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is  considaring applying “in-state” acce99 charges and other f e s  
on certain prepaid calling card services, Many Hispania, particulerly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others hce 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying cmectbd. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h m  those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, wen when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p  
Commissioner KathIeen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lowm-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the medit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a m a i d  card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone 4 1 s  to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointtnemt, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees ot 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prim of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would b e l  directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone campanies will substantially increase 
the per minute charge on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumem and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs; Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



Septanber 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
smites to accomplish many evay day tasks, from looking for a job or af€ordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and Mends. But pending before the FCC is a 
pposal  that would jnt~oduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other con sum^ nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card senioes. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices f a  staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost ofprepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumm, Allowing the 
large, local telephone aornpanies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
cdling card to a customer, wodd drive up prices and would cextainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

J& dU*L 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, BC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommUnications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon savicea upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain m a i d  calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other r n e a ~ ~  necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the on$. option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utiIity of calling cards to disadvantaged coflsumexs. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumm and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumen nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-scate” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establisbing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges, 

As a result, prepaid calling car& are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of  
prepaid services will directly h a m  those that can least a f f d  prjce increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying th~ utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these sewices 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Strest, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and f e s  upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other c o m e r s  nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘%-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other mans necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, bc out of choices fa staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h m  those that: cm least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would oertainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out ibr consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KathIeen Abanathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chdman PowelI: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending befm the FCC is o 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling car& to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h m  those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and wouId certainly make these senices 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission. 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and. other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other oonsu?.ners nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘5n-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices fir staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can Ieast afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell t h ~  
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and f-on pepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority mmmunities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for 8 job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I undmtand that the FCC is mnnsidd’ng applying ‘%mate” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid Catting cad services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone senice, rely upon these prepaid calling wda to stay 
connected at set affordable rate.  Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prcpaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices fbr shying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that can least a f b d  price increases. 

Imposing instate charges would amount to a substantial haease in the cost of prepaid 
calla, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 

uld drive up prices and would certainly make these Services 
e. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
prepaid calling card services, 

ccs: Comissionez Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioncx Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services, 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studcnts and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiiends. 

These cards offkr convenience and predictable cost, 
charges. In economicidly disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other collfllfner groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

there are no hidden fees or 

But such price hikes ace precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. ?%e fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any art to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant mw access 
charges and other fees. 

I ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 1 zth street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon d i n g  card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the pric~s of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
h r  these and other c o m m  groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeoparrlizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates MI Amexi’can 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

,/ ccs: Commissioner MichaeMopps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s w  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new 
calling card services. 

idden charges an fees on prepaid 

Minodties, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accoutlts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone cdls to look for a job, €or affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offex convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price Wes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would h e 1  directly to large Iocal 
telephone companies while the burden would Ml squarely upon those consumers that can 
least ~fford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local tetephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charge on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these senrice. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumets and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and 0 t h ~  fees. 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Addstein 


